
O level Pakistan Studies 2059/01 
Unit 3: What were the causes and consequences of the War of Independence 1857-58? 
 
Recommended Prior Knowledge  
Research on the major reforms introduced by the British and knowledge of how these and other reasons resulted in the War of Independence in 1857 
 
Context 
This unit shows how the British ruled India between 1750 and 1850 and the resulting frustration felt by many Indians that led to conflict in 1857 
 
Outline 
What were the causes and consequences of the War of Independence 1857-58? 
 
 

AO Learning outcomes Suggested Teaching activities Learning resources 
    
1.1 What were the long-term causes of the 

War? 
 

Research the major reforms of the British between 1750 and 1850. How 
did these become long term causes of the War? 
 
Construct a time line and on this place the events that were associated 
with British rule 
 
 

The History & Culture of Pakistan 
pages 23-29 
 Pakistan. History, Culture and 
Government  pages 27-38 
Pakistan: An Historic and 
Contemporary Look  pages 91-94 
 

    
1.2 What were the immediate causes of 

the War? 
 

Research other reasons that could be considered short term-causes of 
the War. 
 
Construct a table with headings of: recall of factual information; 
identification of reasons; explanation of reasons. Construct a number of 
sentences to cover each of the headings on the causes of the War of 
Independence and issue to students who place the statements in the 
correct columns. 
 
Source work: students should be presented with a number of sources 

Textbooks – as above 
 
The following sources apply to all 
aspects of this unit: 
 
http://www.storyofpakistan.com/articlete
xt.asp?artid=A023
 
http://www.indhistory.com/1857-war-of-
independance.html
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that can be discussed with regard to the causes of the War 
 
Notes are made on all reasons for the War of Independence from 1.1 
and 1.2 above. Emphasis should be placed on ensuring that each 
reason identified fully explains why it caused the War. 
 
Extension work: Students could be encouraged to consider the relative 
importance of each reason and arrive at a judgement as to which was 
the most important one. 
 
 

 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indian_Rebe
llion_of_1857
 
http://www.educationforum.co.uk/KS3_
2/mut.htm
 
http://www.britishempire.co.uk/forces/ar
mycampaigns/indiancampaigns/mutiny/
mutiny.htm
 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/british/victo
rians/indian_rebellion_01.shtml
 
http://www.boloji.com/history/032.htm

    
1.3 Why was independence not achieved? 

 
Map work: Students should draw a map (Kelly page 25 and Smith page 
35) and discuss from these possible reasons why independence was not 
achieved. 
Research other reasons why independence was not achieved. 
 
Make notes on all of these reasons 
 

Textbooks – as above 
 
 
 

1.4 What were the immediate 
consequences of the War? 
 

Construct a time line and place on this the events of the War 
Students research the immediate consequences of the War and 
brainstorm the reasons for these. 
 
Extension work: Students discuss possible reasons why the War is 
referred to in Britain as the ‘Indian Mutiny’. 

 

    
  Students revise the work completed at the end of this unit and complete 

a past O level question parts (b) and (c) 
Past questions papers – can be 
accessed by logging onto the Teacher 
Support website available from: 
http://www.cie.org.uk/profiles/teachers
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